CHAPTER IX

OPENING  COMMUNICATION  WITH  KOREA
1871

ADMIRAL EODGERS sought to open communication with the
Korean authorities at the earliest moment after reaching the
anchorage just within the mouth of the Salee River. This was
found to be a matter of some difficulty in a country where rural
delivery was unknown and postal facilities were closed to .for-
eigners. It was only after several attempts had been made that
the official who was in command in the village opposite was finally
reached. This official was assured that the squadron's visit and
purposes were friendly, and that the desire to make surveys a
few miles further was merely a wish to find a position of more
security for the squadron during the typhoon months. This per-
mission was granted, and, in compliance thereto, the Monocacy
and Palos were directed to proceed upon this duty.

The opening despatch of the Minister and Admiral Rodgers,
who acted in accord, announced to the Korean authorities the
arrival of the squadron, its peaceful purpose and the object
which had brought it into their waters. This despatch was
taken on shore in daylight and secured to a stake, set up well
beyond the high-water mark. During the night it was removed
from its place and taken to the capital, a few miles away. The
reply was attached to this same stake, under cover of darkness,
and in the daylight was discovered and brought on board. It
was evasive in tone, lofty in style and deprecatory. It referred
to supplying the squadron with food if it was hungry, but the
principal desire manifested was to have the squadron go away.
The suggestion was made that if the squadron had come to change
Korean customs, there would be difficulty in changing the preju-
dices of four thousand years. This despatch came from the
Government at Seoul.

Other  despatches  informed  the  admiral  that  a man   of
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structions not to interfere with them had been given, no attempt
